
Cox-Sprague Scoring System 
This scoring system takes into account both the number of boats you beat and the number that 
beat you.  It is useful when it is desired to rank boats in different fleets of the same regatta or 
score series where the number of boats starting varies from race to race. It requires definition of a 
minimum number of starts for inclusion in the competition.   

The Cox-Sprague Table 
 Number of Competitors 
Place 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

1  10 31 43 52 60 66 72 76 80 84 87 90 92 94 96 97 98 99 100
2  4 25 37 46 54 60 66 70 74 78 81 84 86 88 90 91 92 93 94 
3  (0) 21 33 42 50 56 62 66 70 74 77 80 82 84 86 87 88 89 90 
4   (17) 29 38 46 52 58 62 66 70 73 76 78 80 82 83 84 85 86 
5    (26) 35 43 49 55 59 63 67 70 73 75 77 79 80 81 82 83 
6     (32) 40 46 52 56 60 64 67 70 72 74 76 77 78 79 80 
7      (30) 44 50 54 58 62 65 68 70 72 74 75 76 77 78 
8       (42) 48 52 56 60 63 66 68 70 72 73 74 75 76 
9        (46) 50 54 58 61 64 66 68 70 71 72 73 74 
10         (48) 52 56 59 62 64 66 68 69 70 71 72 
11  (50) 54 57 60 62 64 66 67 68 69 70 
12   (52) 55 58 60 62 64 65 66 67 68 
13    (53) 56 58 60 62 63 64 65 66 
14     (55) 57 59 61 62 63 64 65 
15      (56) 58 60 61 62 63 64 
16       (57) 59 60 >61 62 63 
17        (58) 59 60 61 62 
18         (58) 59 60 61 
19          (58) 59 60 
20  

    Pts. in  
(  ) are for DNF & DSQ 

         (58) 59 
21               (58)
22              

Pts = 79 - Place 
  

  

1)  Series scores are computed as follows: 

• a)  Each starter in each scheduled race shall be credited with the number of 
points for finishing place and number of starters as indicated in the above table.  

• b)  A boat's score shall be the quotient obtained from dividing her Total Points 
Scored by her Total Possible Points  



 

2) All scoring procedures: 

• a)   A boat that does not complete the prescribed course after her starting signal, 
or withdraws, or is disqualified, shall be counted as a starter and shall receive the 
number of points applying to the finish place one worse than the number of 
starters in that race.  

• b)  If two or more boats finish in a dead heat, they shall each receive the number 
of points for that place and the next boat shall receive the number of points for 
the position equal to the number of boats that beat her plus one. 

• c)  A boat shall not be counted as a starter for the purporse of finishes but may 
include that race for the purpose of qualifying if:  

o 1)  she goes to the assistance of any vessel or person in peril during a 
race and for that reason does not choose to finish, or 

o 2)  she is disabled by an infringing yacht which withdraws from the race or 
is later disqualified through protest by the disabled yacht.  

• d)         A boat having no competition in her class shall, if she crosses the starting 
line, be credited with a start for the purpose of qualification, but shall receive no 
score even if she completes the course. 

• e)         Series scores shall be be computed to the third digit. In the event of a tie, 
the tie shall be broken in favor of the yacht that has beaten the other the greater 
number of times. If a tie still exists, the tie shall be broken in favor of the yacht 
with the greater number of 1st places, etc.  

 


