
 

 

Commodore    2-3 

Vice Commodore   4 

Rear Commodore   5 

House Director    6 

Publicity     7 

Membership Director   8-9 

Cruising Director   10-11 

Lee Parkhill    12-13 

Club Coordinator    14 

Laurie & Al Parkhill   15-16 

AOHS Note    17 

 

November 24th   Seaview Ladies 

December 6th   AGM 

December 11th  Christmas Party  

Every Thursday at 7:30pm is Pub Night 

Dinner & a Movie every Friday Night 

Commodore   Rich O’Hare  
commodore@oysqn.com 

Vice Commodore   Pierre Perrenoud 
vicecommodore@oysqn.com 

Rear Commodore   Andre Beese 
rearcommodore@oysqn.com 

Secretary   Diane Thevenin 
secretary@oysqn.com 

Treasurer   Leslie Frenke 
treasurer@oysqn.com 

Membership Director  Cynthia Robins 
membershipdirector@oysqn.com 

Racing Director   Rupert Crighton 
racingdirector@oysqn.com 

House Director   Charlotte Perrenoud 
housedirector@oysqn.com 

Harbour Master   Al Parkhill 
harbourmaster@oysqn.com  

Property Director   Peter Urwin 
propertydirector@oysqn.com 

Sailing School Director  Warren Hambleton 
sailingschooldirector@oysqn.com 

Cruising Director   Spence Williams 
cruisingdirector@oysqn.com 

Publicity Director   Muna Lallas 
publicitydirector@oysqn.com 

Borrow-A-Boat Director  Larry Waters 
borrow-a-boat@oysqn.com 

Past Commodore   Don Fitzsimons 
pastcommodore@oysqn.com 

Web Maintenance  Sandy Kennedy 
website@oysqn.com 

Club Coordinator   Karen Wykes 
karenwykes@oysqn.com 

Oakville Yacht Squadron   |  1

 In This Issue…  Contacts

 Upcoming Events



The 70th anniversary of OYS was a yearlong celebration of our sailing 
traditions, strengthening our friendships and laying the foundation for 
the next generation of Oakville sailors.  It has been a privilege to serve 
as your Commodore and to work with such a dedicated Executive 
team.  Together we have accomplished many objectives to deliver a 
memorable sailing season for all.  I hope you have enjoyed the party 
and are excited about the possibilities for next year. 

We enjoyed a fantastic season with great weather, decent winds and 
lots of sailing events to keep us occupied.  The summer got off to a 
great start with our traditional Canada Day celebrations.  This was 
quickly followed by the GHYRA race week making 2 stops in Oakville 
harbour.  The party ramped up as we enjoyed activities every weekend 
of July including Ontario Sailing’s Get Out On The Water, Crew 
Development Training, Easter Seals Regatta, and Lee Parkhill’s 
Olympic Party.  The fun continued in August with an awesome OYS 
Regatta weekend including 3 amazing days of sailing.  Many thanks to 
all our volunteers who stepped forward to help organize these 
excellent events.  Our Club is thriving because so many of our 
members are getting involved to make the OYS experience special.  
Our cruisers also enjoyed a 
busy summer heading out 
almost every weekend.  It’s 
great to see our OYS spirit 
celebrated around the lake. 

The momentum continued 
with a busy fall agenda including the challenging Jeff Robins Pursuit race, which 
once again tested the resolve of our dedicated distance racers.  OYS hosted the 
Dragon Boat Regatta raising funds in support of Big Brothers and Big Sisters.  
The fall race series and Bluenose and Turkey races had strong participation as 
we enjoyed the extended summer conditions.  The Awards Banquet was very well 
attended as everyone joined to celebrate the success of another amazing 
season.  The pleasant weather continued through Haul-out allowing us to easily 
complete the job in record time.   

We have also worked very hard to negotiate a new lease with the Town of 
Oakville.  Our negotiation team was established last December and they met with 
Town Staff multiple times through the winter and spring.  Discussions cooled off in 
the summer, but they are back at it, working harder than ever to find a workable 
solution that maintains the viability of our Club while meeting the Town’s mandate 
for public access to the waterfront.  Progress has been painfully slow and I 
estimate we are still months away from a settlement.   
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 Commodore’s Report



The Town has been very clear in their desire to ‘open’ the 
waterfront to the public.  Our negotiation team has 
accepted a shared use model creating a common area 
along the waterfront apron.  The terms of use for this 
common area will ensure OYS can continue to run our 
operations while allowing for public access in times when 
we are not operating programs.  We understand this new 
model will seem like an unwelcome invasion to our 
traditional space.  There is no question this will change the 
way we perceive our Club but I believe this will be a 
positive change.  OYS will become part of the new 
waterfront park system.  We will be able to take full 
advantage of the parkland investments the Town is making 
and enjoy the improved services.  The challenge is to 
define the terms of use to ensure the needs of our Club 
are maintained.  We will keep the membership informed as we press for the best solution that we believe will be acceptable 
to the membership. 

Please join me in thanking all members of the Executive for a job very well done!  I am proud of the accomplishments we 
achieved this year and will reflect positively on my experience as your Commodore.  In closing I want to thank you, the OYS 
membership, for trusting me with this responsibility.  It’s been an honour to serve you.  

Cheers, 

Rich O’Hare - Commodore 
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Once again fall has come to OYS and along with it the ever so sad ritual of haul out.   Although members are happy to see 
each other and lend a hand to get the job done I can’t help but hear time and again, “I can’t believe the season is over; 
where did it go”? Seems like yesterday that we were here for launch!  There really is nothing more ignominious than a 
beautiful sailboat, on the hard, covered in an ugly grey winter tarp.  All the promise of sunny summer days wrapped up and 
hidden in a corner of the yard.  As we settle in for the winter, we can only look forward to the great spring reveal of launch, a 
scant five months away! 
But what a season it was! The activity book was full; the Commodore’s Ball took a page from the OYS past and for an 
evening it was 1946 again.  Sail Past weather co-operated once more, allowing for a wonderful ceremony on the front lawn 
followed by an easy day on the water and a superb meal in the club house.  Six club cruises to GTA clubs kept the cruisers 
on the go all summer.  Maurice Stevens’ nuclear powered blender, once again slaked many a thirst at the ever popular 
Cruise to Nowhere.  The racers raced in some of the warmest weather on record.  Regatta weather was the finest in many 
years and the cruisers Lighthouse Challenge attracted more participants than we’ve seen in quite a few years. 

And then to top it off our very own Lee Parkhill gave us the thrill of the Olympics! What a summer!  

Friday night TGIF was well attended, proving that a BBQ, a glass of refreshment and whole lot of friends on a deck 
overlooking the arbor are an awesome combination. 

Easter Seals Regatta, Get Out On The Water, GHYRA, Open Doors Oakville, Thursday night pub and our tireless club 
coordinator Karen Wykes, all made for a wonderful summer. 

On the down side we have still not completed our lease negotiations with the Town of Oakville and have not been able to 
proceed with some much needed work on our club house.  Our negotiating committee has met many times with the Town. 
Our goal is to maintain sufficient space to operate our programs and harbour activities while integrating the Town’s 
requirement for more public access.   

 
Pierre Perrenoud – Vice Commodore 
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As our Executives yearly term draws to a close, I am both relieved and exhilarated. One 
down and three to go. 
Having said that, I do look forward to acting as Vice Commodore of OYS and see this next 
year as challenging, if not more, than this past. 
All in all, I really have to thank all those, which is you all, who participated in the many 
events OYS hosted and in the general running of our club. 
Self-help is becoming a bigger responsibility for us all, and we need to embrace this 
concept and covet it, as there are fewer and fewer of us, as an organization, out there 
than ever. 
So on that note, here I go throwing myself into yet another year of commitment to the club 
I have really grown to love.  I only hope you can share in this as well and keep the 
Oakville Yacht Squadron as strong as it ever was.  
A happy fared well for 2015/2016, and bon chance for 2016/2017  
  

Andre Beese – Rear Commodore 
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2016 was a busy year! We had a number of private and club functions at OYS. 
The first half of the year Edith Sandford continued as House Director until May 
when I was able to take over. I thank Edith for the continuity and support for the 
first half of the 2016 season which included the Christmas celebration, Awards 
night dinner, the 2015 AGM, the Friday night Dinner and a movie series. I 
would like to thank all the volunteers and our Club Coordinator Karen Wykes, 
for supporting Edith with these events. 

This summer we hosted Sailpast, Regatta, and a special event to honour Lee 
Parkhill’s trip to Rio to represent Canada in sailing events. None of the events 
mentioned would have been as successful as they were without Karen’s 
coordination and the assistance of the volunteers. 

This year’s Commodore’s Ball was a salute to the 70 wonderful years of sailing 
at OYS and I was proud to be part of the planning committee for that very 
successful event. People attended dressed in clothing from various decades in 
our 70-year history, the music covered all 70 decades, and the dinner was 
delicious. All in all, it was a fun filled night. 

We were fortunate to have Adele return this year to provide hamburgers and 
sausages on our race nights. The racers, members and guests enjoyed the 
BBQ fare and camaraderie these evenings provided.  

TGIF dinners continued to be enjoyed by our members. We added music and karaoke this 
year. Friday night dinners remained special because of the TGIF volunteer hosts and to 
everyone that helped with cleanup. 

We are also continuing our winter “Dinner and a Movie” series, a great way to spend a 
Friday evening with fellow members. We have some amazing cooks in our presence as 
the dinners are delicious, the company wonderful and the movies very entertaining.  

We have moved to the Crow’s Nest for Thursday pub nights and our speaker’s series has 
once again started with some very interesting presentations and more planned. I would 
like to extend a big thank you to Adam Mayers for once again organizing the speakers! 
Watch for the notices in the weekly FTD. 

As mentioned earlier, it was a busy year and all that we accomplished would not have 
been possible without the assistance of Edith, Karen and the volunteers that came out to 
assist with events. 

I also want to thank the board for their support. We are very fortunate to have a board full 
of hard working individuals dedicated to making OYS successful as a club for its members 
and promoting us in the community.  

Charlotte Perrenoud – House Director 
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Re-creating the OYS Logo 
To instill freshness, reinvigorate, and enliven out Club’s identity 
and presence in the market we chose to re-create our logo. 

The new brand offers both a facelift and a reason to create some 
noise in our market – something is new!  The new mark is our 
corporate logo.  It will be used exclusively on our website, all 
print materials, promotion and signage. 

It will not replace the club’s burgee, which will remain 
unchanged. The logo is modern and dynamic.  It includes our 
official name as well as reference to the Sailing Centre of 
Excellence.  This will create additional differentiation in the 
community.  Our new logo represents the character and personality of our club as one that is founded on a proud history, 
offering unsurpassed quality and genuine substance in our programs and membership. 

We’re confident that all members will respond with enthusiasm while rallying around the flag. 

Muna Lallas - Publicity Director 
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I am pleased to report that OYS continues to enjoy a vibrant, active membership. For the fiscal year 2016 (October 1, 2015-
September 30, 2016), OYS recorded a total of 196 memberships: 115 Full, 42 Associate, 3 Dinghy, 1 Absent, 5 Crew, 6 
Intermediate, 4 Junior, 5 Life and 15 Honourary. Three Full and 17 Associate memberships participated in the Borrow-a-
Boat program. We welcomed 31 new members over that time. 

In Memory 

We were shocked and saddened at the sudden 
passing of Helen Scott this summer. Helen was a 
long-time much-loved OYS member, the daughter of 
Ross and Betty Morrison (Nansea) and an 
enthusiastic supporter of her husband Bruce's 
racing pursuits (Warped Perception). Helen was 
also an avid gardener, and when she decided to 
volunteer to maintain the OYS gardens, she 
transformed them into areas of beauty. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Bruce, Betty and Ross. 

Volunteer Program 

OYS brings out volunteerism at its best. After Helen 
Scott's passing, Lynn Giles (Enfin) and Erica 
Dinsmore (Southern Star) stepped up and took over 
the watering of the gardens and planters. Thanks to 
these ladies, Helen's beautiful garden handiwork 
continued to delight members and visitors 
throughout the summer and fall. 

Continue to watch the "From the Docks" notices for 
volunteer opportunities for some year-end events. 
There is still time to get your volunteer hours in. This 
year's goal is to not have to charge anybody for 
unworked volunteer hours next year, because every 
Full/Intermediate membership will have worked their 
quota. Help us reach our goal. Volunteer! 

New Membership Initiatives 

OYS participated again this year in Ontario Sailing's 
"Get Out On the Water" initiative in July. We had 41 
guests on the water on 14 members’ boats staffed 
by 29 member volunteers. The weather for the day was a perfect introduction to sailing.  Flat water, 8 knots of breeze and 
full sunshine.  We sailed for about 3 hours and then came ashore for a barbecue hosted by OYS.    In addition, we had two 
staff on a safety / photography boat.  Thanks to Bill Frenke (Tenacious), who again organized the event, and to all of the 
members who offered their boats for the guests.   
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OYS also hosted a Crew Development seminar in July. 
This was the brainchild of Ken Town (Sapphire), who 
organized the event, prepared and distributed posters 
and prepared hands-on equipment for the trainees. 
Dawn Duncan was the instructor. Posters were 
distributed at Starbucks, the library and Chapters. The 
event was also posted on Facebook, and had 2700 
impressions. This resulted in 15 people attending the 
seminar which is considered an excellent turnout, 
considering the short notice for the event. Feedback 
from the participants was that it is intimidating to get 
started and come down, so the crew seminar was a 
great welcoming step. In total, approximately 8 of the 
seminar participants have now crewed at OYS. Thanks 
to Ken and Dawn for making this a success.  

The OYS lighthouse was again a featured attraction on 
the "Doors Open Oakville" event held on October 1. We 
welcomed between 20-30 visitors, fewer than last year likely due to the cold, rainy day. Visitors were invited to tour the 
ground floor of the lighthouse, and warm up in the clubhouse with coffee and homemade muffins. Thanks to Peter Urwin 
(Tuppence), Lori Barber, Harry Ozupek (Sunset) and Cynthia Robins (Isotope) for hosting the event. 

Special Thanks 

All of our events run more smoothly and efficiently thanks to the hard work of our club coordinator, Karen Wykes. You will 
notice Karen's handiwork everywhere - making and printing tickets for events, designing posters and brochures, 
coordinating the organization of events, welcoming visitors and providing an important resource for the directors, to name a 
few of the many activities she does. Karen compiled all the volunteer hours, printed the membership cards and also keeps 
the online membership directory up to date. Those of you who frequent the club on race nights or events will be familiar with 
Karen's cheery smile. Thanks, Karen, for all you do. 

2016 Jeff Robins Pursuit Race 

This year's pursuit race, held in memory of Jeff Robins, may very well set the standard for an endurance test. The race 
started on the morning of September 10 with no wind, 1 metre slop and driving rain. The six participants bounced around 
the start line for an hour until the wind picked up from the south. And pick up it did! Gusts of 35-40 knots were recorded. The 
waves were equally strenuous. As one participant recalled, "It took me five hours to get to the Fifty Point buoy, and one hour 
to get back!" Fortunately, all participants returned safely and enjoyed a potluck dinner at the club afterwards. Jeff's cousin 
Judy Robins travelled from her home in Alberta to watch the event this year, see the Jeff Robins Isotope Trophy and meet 
the participants. 

This year's winners are:       
Flying Sails:        Non-Flying Sails: 
First and trophy - Doug Hawksworth (Diomedea)  First and trophy - Peter Sandford (For Pete's Sake) 
Second - Bill Frenke (Tenacious)    Second - Ken Town (Sapphire) 

Cynthia Robins – Membership Director  
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With our vessels now in storage for the coming winter we can look back with fond memories of the OYS cruises for 2016.  
Including the Cruise-to-Nowhere in September, OYS organized 8 cruises which were all blessed with favourable weather 
conditions and even some with favourable winds.  

Our most popular cruise was to Ashbridge’s Bay which took place the long weekend in September with 32 boats 
participating.  Although no one attended all of the cruises, 3 boats, namely Woven Dreams III skippered by Joel Hundert and 
Nicole Walton–Allen, Sail La Vie sailed by Jeff and Heather Kirkpatrick, and Mellieha sailed by Alain and Diane Thevenin 
missed only one.  

Cruising Awards 

During the annual awards evening in October, OYS Cruisers were presented with a number of awards in the form of 
trophies and flags.  The winners were as follows: 

Remington Lighthouse Cruising Trophy – Most Exemplary Cruiser  
 Awarded to Bob and Irene Mordaunt who once again circumnavigated Lake Ontario on their Hunter 33 GinGin. 
They attended 4 of our club cruises this summer and came forward to host one of our cruises on short notice when 
the original cruise captains became incapacitated. 

Campbell Cruising Cup – Cruiser of the Year  
Awarded to the OYS cruiser carrying the OYS flag to far off horizons.  The winners are Paul and Helle Attwood 
who sailed their Tartan 3700, Liberty, to Havanna, Cuba this year.  They received a club burgee from the Marina 
Hemingway Yacht Club in Havana in exchange for an OYS burgee.  Those of you who were fortunate enough to 
hear of their amazing adventure witnessed Paul and Helle handing over the Marina Hemmingway burgee to Vice 
Commodore, Pierre Perrenoud. 

Peter Mack Cruising Cup – Cruising Volunteer  
Donated by the Oakville Squadron of the Canadian Power and Sail Squadron.  The trophy is awarded to the 
member best representing the volunteer effort supporting cruising at OYS.  With all of the great volunteers that came 
forth to assist with cruising, it was difficult to choose a winner.  In the end it came down to choosing one of the 8 
cruise captains and Diane and Alain Thevenin on Mellieha came out as winners. 
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OYS Cruising Flags – Cruising 
Participation 
Flags were presented to cruisers who participated in a minimum of 4 cruises during the season.  Winners were, 
Amazing Grace, Comfortably Numb, GinGin, Mellieha, RAILIN, Rocket Lawnchair, Sail La Vie, Silent Passage, 
Splash-Down, Sunseeker, Weatherly, Woven Dreams III and Wu Li 

Looking forward to cruising in 2107, 3 cruises have been booked to date and plans are in place to increase this to a total of 
8, one of which will be wine touring the Niagara area.  Sign up for next season’s cruises will open in April and will function 
similar to our practice for the past seasons. 

Thank you to all that participated in the 2016 OYS Cruising Program, especially to our 8 Cruise Captains.  I look forward to 
seeing you all again in 201 

Spencer Williams - 2016 OYS Cruise Captain  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First of all, a big thank 
you is in order. This 
article would not be 
happening if it wasn't 
for OYS and its 
membership helping 
me reach the Olympic 
Games. From the 
motivating words and 
encouragement to the 
monetary support from 
the Corinthian fund, 
OYS has always been 
behind me. Thank you 
to all of the members 
who volunteered and 
ran a very successful 
send off for me in July 
and for everyone who 
came out that day to support me. In the end we raised over $25,000 to help reimburse a large portion of the funds spent 
over the last year of my campaign. 

For those of you who came out to the first speaker’s series evening of the year you would have seen my slideshow and 
heard me speak of the details surrounding the games in great detail, So I won't bore you with those here. 

As I look back on the Games one of the 
best ways to describe my feelings is a 
post I made on social media the evening 
following my last race, which read the 
following; 

A bittersweet finish to my Olympic Games 
after a solid final day. After a very 
disappointing first three races I told 
myself to never give up and to keep 
pushing till the bitter end. I can honestly 
say I did just that and can now walk away 
proud that I gave it everything I had! Over 
the past year, especially today, I proved 
to myself that I could be among the best 
in the world and that is an incredible 
feeling. Sure, there will always be the 
thought of "what if" or "if only", but on this 
week it wasn't meant to be and that is 
okay. 
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Sailing is an amazing sport in that many of my competitors are also my close friends. On Monday I will turn into a spectator 
and a fan to cheer on those friends as they race for the medals. Don't get me wrong, I really wanted to be in that race but 
that is the beauty of sport, of the Olympics, it brings every country together cheering for the same goal. 

This has been a truly unforgettable experience, racing in the Olympics, being part of Team Canada and representing this 
country is a dream come true. Thank you to everyone who has been a part of this journey and helped me realize this dream. 
Off to cheer on Team Canada for a few days before flying home!" 

Obviously finishing 23rd was not the fairy tale ending I was hoping for but I am satisfied with how I prepared, raced and 
composed myself on the biggest stage our sport has to offer. Walking into the Opening ceremonies, putting my Olympic sail 
up and seeing the name Parkhill and the Canadian flag draped all over it , living with Team Canada and meeting all the 
other athletes are moments I will cherish forever.  

Thank you for helping make a dream come true.  

Lee Parkhill 
Laser – Team Canada Rio 2016 - OYS 
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The club has been a busy and vibrant place over the past few 
months.  Many of our events this year have focused on 
celebrating OYS 70th year.  If you will take the chance to 
notice in this issue of the Windjammer, there are many photos 
of OYS over the last 70 years.   Looking through the old 
photos, it seems the red Mount Gay Rum hat has stood the 
test of time!  It is so great to see that the traditions have 
continued over the years (no, not just the hat), particularly 
Sailpast and Regatta. 

The bar remains open for pub nights on Thursday at 7:30pm 
all winter long.  A great opportunity to catch up with all of your 
sailing buddies.  The bar is also open on Friday evenings for 
Dinner & a Movie.  It’s a potluck dinner followed by a great 
movie; all are welcome to join in the fun! 

The boats will be resting for the next few months, but we 
don’t have to.  There are many upcoming social events that 
you won’t want to miss out on, including the Boat Show, the 
Christmas Party and the New Year’s Day celebration. 

Volunteer Appreciation  

I would like to give a special thanks to all of the volunteers 
that have lent a helping hand over the past few months.  It 
has been a busy summer at OYS and our events would not 
be possible without the many hours put in by our 
membership.  Thank you to all of the Executive Committee.  It 
is so wonderful to have a group of hardworking individuals 
advocating for OYS.  A big thank you to Andre Beese and the 
regatta planning team for organizing this year’s 70th regatta.  
A special thank you to Charlotte Perrenoud for all of her hard 
work (not to mention the tireless hours spent at The Beer 
Store and LCBO making sure no one went thirsty this 
summer).  Charlotte has mastered the art of bartending, 
especially at the Tiki Bar during Regatta.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped at haul out; all the volunteers in the 
yard, all the ladies cooking chili in the kitchen and all the 
volunteers cleaning up all the OYS storage spaces.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone at pub nights! 

Celebrating 70 years young. 

Karen Wykes - Club Coordinator 
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It’s hard to believe, that 19 years ago Lee came home from sailing school very 
upset, that the other students in his boat were screaming, crying and terrified of 
the CL14.  Al said to Lee “would it be better if I bought you your own boat” and the 
answer was a resounding YES and so they say the rest is history. 

Lee challenged himself every day, to master the art of sailing at the OYS, and then 
competed in our Thursday night racing series, with Al, on Starshine.  Those are 
days that will always be treasured by Al, as he watched Lee grow as a sailor. 

Both Al and I had the opportunity to travel with Lee throughout Ontario, Quebec, 
the eastern provinces, and Florida.  We met sailors and their families, from all over 
the world.  I always say I learned where every grocery store was in the areas we 
travelled to, and how much young men/women can eat. 

Once Lee was awarded with his Gold sail level, the real roller coaster began.  At 
16 he felt it was time to get a job and applied to OYS as an instructor.  At that time 
Jane Lumbers was our sailing school director, and she refused to hire him.  Jane 
felt there was a world class sailor in him, and told him to continue and see how far 
he could go.  I will say Lee was devastated Jane would not hire him, and then he 
applied to the High Performance Team at RCYC where he was accepted and 
joined the Canadian Sailing Team. 

Not only did Lee attend Guelph University and graduate with a Bachelor of Commerce Degree, but he continued to sail all 
over the world and was heading towards 
his ultimate goal the 2012 Olympics.  
When Lee did not win the berth, it did not 
deter him, but made him more focused on 
2016.  In 2015 Lee secured the Laser 
class for Canada at the 2016 Olympics, 
now all he had to do was secure as the 
sailor. 

The long awaited phone call came in June 
2016 where Lee had just finished 4th at 
the World Cup Wyemouth Regatta as the 
top Canadian.  What a moment, to know, 
your son had just fulfilled his dream.   

Al and I made the decision we would be 
going to RIO, to watch Lee and all the 
other sailors we had met over the years.  
Sail Canada was a huge help to us, 
making sure we had a safe place to stay 
and all our credentials in place so we 
could get into Canada House.  Each 
country had a venue setup where the 
sailors, families, and support staff could 
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go to have a dinner, watch the different sports, games, and a host of other activities throughout the day.  The organizers, 
host various evenings to introduce the Olympic athletes, and have a representative speak about their experiences.  The 
most moving part of the evening was the singing of O’Canada – to hear about 500 Canadian’s sing our anthem, in that type 
of setting was incredible and I don’t think there was a dry eye in the house.  It really brought home where you came from 
and why you were there.  

Once we arrived in RIO, we met up with Lee at the sailing venue, and were given the lay of the land, where they would be 
sailing each day, and how we could watch the racing.  It was quite a feat, to say the least, how to watch the racing as no 
spectator boats were allowed on the race courses.  One day we travelled to the top of Sugar Loaf Mountain, and along with 
about 40 other family members (Finland/Sweden/USA/Canada) we made due with binoculars/telescopes/iPads and 
iPhones to cheer our sailors on.  Another day Al and I watched from the top deck of the cruise ship.  The most exciting day 
was at the sailing venue (on the beach) where a crowd of about 2000 gathered.  What a sight it was to see the Canadian 
flag closing in on the finish line and Lee finishing in 4th place.  Al and I were overwhelmed at the fact that our son was on the 
world class stage and had achieved his ultimate goal of becoming an Olympian. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to ALL of you, for the years of support in, helping Lee reach his ultimate goal.  
From the words of encouragement, the organizing of fundraisers/Pep Rally’s or a monetary donation the OLYMPIC DREAM 
was achieved. 

THANK YOU 

Laurie & Al Parkhill 
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The Association of Oakville Harbours’ Stakeholders (AOHS) is a volunteer 
group comprised of representatives of the users of Oakville harbours 
including anglers, canoeists and paddlers, as well as the sailors, power 
boaters and TOWARF. AOHS liaises with the Town of Oakville to provide 
input that represents the interests of the stakeholders. AOHS meets 
regularly with Town staff on harbour matters, attends the Mayor’s 
breakfast meetings, hosts open houses for the public on significant 
harbour-related issues and has made presentations to Town Council on 
harbour matters.    

Harbours Master Plan (HMP): The Town has engaged a consultant to 
develop a long-term master plan for both Oakville and Bronte Harbours 
that includes, among other items, a potential site for a new marina along 

the waterfront. The Town hosted a public information workshop on May 3, and several AOHS representatives attended and 
provided input. The Town had also invited residents and harbour users to participate in an online survey (which has now 
ended). Currently the Town staff have revised the HMP process and will be separating out the issue of a new marina from 
other harbour issues in their submission to Council. 

Harbour Services: AOHS met with Town staff to revise the process of setting rates and fees for harbour services, with a view 
to reducing the complexity of the rate structure. The number of individual rates has been reduced significantly. In 2017 
harbour fees will increase by 3% and dredging fees by 5%.  

AOHS has requested that the Town replace the flags that were removed from the western hill of Sixteen Mile Creek Outer 
Harbour (Town staff are considering this).  

AOHS has also discussed the bylaw banning use of barbecues on boats in the harbours (the bylaw will not change) and has 
recommended that the pay phone at 
Bronte Harbour remain in place for 
safety/emergency reasons.  

AOHS has requested that payment for 
pump outs be made simpler (currently 
boaters in Sixteen Mile Creek have to 
go to the ticket machine in the parking 
lot on the west side of the creek before 
taking their boats to the pump out facility 
on the east side).  

Metro Marine: The Town has designated 
Metro Marine in Bronte Harbour as a 
heritage building. Currently there is only 
one tenant and the future use is unclear. 
AOHS favours removing the 
designation, so the building can become 
more functional for harbour uses. 
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