
THE OAKVILLE YACHT SQUADRON
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Contact OYS at: 97 Forsythe Street, P. O. 144, Oakville, Ontario L6J 4Z5
OYS Crow's Nest (905) 338-2239 OYS Sailing School (905) 338-9379

Editorial contributions welcomed, Contact publicity director at publicitydirector@oysqn.com
Visit our web site at www.oysqn.com

O
YS

O
YS

O
YS

O
YS

Fall and winter speaker series September through
April, One Friday night a month, 7:30 pm in the
clubhouse 

SEPTEMBER 11: KILLING ON DESIGN
You name it and Steve Killing has
designed it. A veteran of C&C Yachts,
Steve started with Canada's Cup winner
Evergreen, moved on to the Express 30

and 35, then True North our last America's Cup
entry. His latest venture:  Alpha, the world's fastest
25-foot catamaran.

OCTOBER  16: ANTARCTIC
SAILING
QCYC sailors Pam and Ron
Mazza spent a month on a 56-foot

cutter   cruising in Antarctica. They crossed the
Drake Passage in a storm, saw whales, penguins and
seals. They dodged icebergs, saw glorious sunsets
and climbed glaciers going as far south as a sailboat
can go. 

NOV. 13 SAILING THE BIG MAC 
Think the Lake Ontario 300 is
tough? Nicholas DeGrazia, a 1979
Fastnet survivor and former
crewmate of Ted Turner, has sailed

in the 300-mile Chicago to Mackinac race five times.
He gives us the skinny on the 'other' big lake race. 

DEC. 11: GHOST SHIPS
Historian Michael McAllister tells the
story of War of 1812 schooners Scourge
and Hamilton. The ships are perfectly
preserved on the lake bottom, were the

subject of a Jacques Cousteau documentary and
have been designated a national historic site.

September 17th - Special Meeting

September 18th - New Members night

September 19th - Dragon Boat Races

September 25th – Open Doors Oakville

October 17th Awards Banquet

October 18th Cradle Day

October 24 / 25 Haul Out

Pub Nights - every Thursday, often with added
entertainment such as movies, seminars and talks.

Ladies Seaview Afternoon,  15:00 last 
Thursday of the month

Upcoming Events
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BLACK BETTYIS GOIN ' DOWN !!  

The sailing school will be running a fund raiser some time
in the near future.  Black Betty is the one and only
resilient Laser we have ever known.  She's been sold
twice and she's still here.  We can't get rid of her nicely
so we'll take another tactic.  Before we cut her into small
dumpster sized pieces she will entertain us at least once
more.  For a small contribution to the sailing school each
participant will be able to say good bye with a
sledgehammer to this plucky boat.  Black Betty is goin'
down!!  Be there to make it happen.  Watch for details. 

REARCOMMODORE - PETERMACK

The summer is quickly coming to a close, and sunset
times are now closer to 7:30 pm than to 8:00 pm.  The
change of seasons always seems to offer a chance to
look back, and to look ahead.

Looking back I've seen lots of empty slips along the
docks, and it gladdens my heart that members have been
out enjoying their boats - cruising, racing, and just
enjoying the gentle breezes.  I was fortunate enough to
participate in two cruises and a few races myself, and
enjoyed some happy hours in the boat.  There were a
number of new things tried by this year's executive:
cruises to new places, new themes, more cruises, a new
routine for the race committee, new ways to signal race
courses, along with some tried and true successes as well.

So as we look back, please let us know what you liked.
The more feedback we get, the more likely it will be that
we build on the good things as we start to plan next
year's adventures.

Looking forward, there are some golden opportunities to
enjoy fall sailing, and then the work of laying-up.  As we
start on our fall chores, please remember out

environmental objectives.  We need to keep waste in its
proper place.  When we drain oil, the old oil needs to be
properly disposed.  When we winterize engines, we
should think about using plumber's antifreeze in the once-
through cooling system as well as the water tanks and
head, and we should make sure the anti-freeze is caught
and disposed properly as well.  And if we sand or do
other work on our boat's bottom - PLEASE try putting a
drop sheet below.  Catching the dust makes a big
difference.  It may look and feel weird the first time, but
it's important and we'll all soon get into the habit.

I've started making a list for boat chores, too.  Why
weren't my mast lights working this year? The steaming,
anchor, and spreader lights were all non-functional!  Next
year I'll try not to put the mast up until I see them all
working.  Just didn't have the patience this year.  And I
broke my tiller mid-season, which made Donna a bit
concerned, as I continued to sail with the old one lashed
together.  Guess I'd better get on that too.   That will
probably be enough for this winter.  What will you be
working on?

Finally, the fall and winter seasons will bring some new
shore activities.  We can keep up our contacts with other
club members by attending the new Speakers series and
by coming out to the weekly pub nights which will carry
on through the year on Thursdays after the racing season
ends.

As I think about it, there's a lot to look forward to.  See
you around the club.

CRUISING DIRECTOR- SUE RICHARDS

The summer is nearly over as the Labour Day weekend is
coming to an end. It has been a very busy cruising season
with 9 cruises scheduled this summer.

We have just returned from Bluffers Park Yacht Club for



the last cruise this year. My husband Bill and I captained
this cruise with lots of help from several members.
We had a great BBQ on Saturday and to end the cruising
season we planned a Pancake breakfast on Sunday. Bill
asked to make eggs and Bill Brydges offered to make the
eggs into omelets. We had a few baked potatoes left from
the BBQ so we also had hash browned potatoes as well.
It was good to get together with everyone on Sunday
morning.
I must say the Bluffers Park Yacht Club is a very
impressive club. The ladies were impressed with the very
well stocked kitchen.
We would like to thank the following people for all the
help on this cruise Diane and Bruce Bennett, Charlotte
and Pierre Perrenoud, Michelle and Paul Mercer,
Karen and Martin Lareti, Jeanne and Bill Brydges, Helga
and Helmet Klenkler, Erica and Denis Dinsmore, Janet
and Steve MacDonald, Janet and Lee Pinelli
Irene and Robert Mordant

On Aug 16 Weekend was our Elegant cruise to the
National YC. We had a great BBQ done by Maurice
Stevens and Bill Richards. Linda Stevens also helped co-
host and offered her assistance in the preparations. Mr.
Brandon Galloway performed a magnificent concert on a
baby grand Steinway loaned to OYS form Remenyi
House of music.

OYS Members singing the National Anthem with Brandon
Galloway on the Piano

Brandon Galloway accepting a card of thanks from the
OYS members.

I would again like to thank the members that worked on
the following cruises

May 23 weekend - Mimico CC, Linda and Rick Williams

June 28 weekend - John DeSousa for the great time we
had at the DeSousa Winery

July 5 weekend - Port Dalhousie YC Donna and Peter
Mack

July 12weekend - Queen City YC  Maureen and Harry
Cook for the Island in the Sun cruise

July 19weekend - Etobicoke YC - Janet and Steve
MacDonald and the ever popular Jimmy Buffett Cruise .
Janet and Steve offer to captain this cruise each year. We
should all thank them for such a good time we have at
this cruise.

August 2 weekend - Ashbridges Bay YC - Long Weekend,
Carol and George made this cruise a moment in time we
shall never forget. We had a great meal and then had our
very first "Walk past". I hope we can make this a tradition
at OYS.

August 16 - National YC - I would like to thank Linda and
Maurice Stevens for all the help at NYC. All those that
attended would like to thank Brandon Galloway and Mr.
Remnyi for the great concert and the use of the Steinway
piano.



August 30 - Port Credit YC -  Kids and Grandkids Cruise
I am sorry to say we had to cancel this cruise do to the
weather.

As this cruising season ends I would like to make a few
suggestions for next years cruises.

The cruise sign up sheet should be closed 2 weeks
prior to the cruise. If you need to cancel you may do
so. This will make it much easier for the Cruise Director
and or the Cruise Captain to contact the reciprocating
club and schedule the dock assignments and schedule
the amount of food and drinks to purchase for the
BBQ. 

All members will need to sign out at the desk when
leaving the club. Make sure you note when you will be
returning so the dock and be used for the cruises
coming into OYS.

Also, if you are on a town dock, make sure your dock is
kept open for OYS to assign visitors to your dock.

Next year we need more volunteers and more
members to offer to be Cruise Captains.

As far as Officer of the day--- Every OYS boat should
have at least one member from that boat serve at least
one day of the season as Officer of the day. NO
EXCEPTIONS. As an OYS member this is your duty! We
do not have paid staff to work as Officer of the day.
Several days this season we have not had an Officer of
the day to greet visitors.

Brandon Galloway plays for the Oakville Yacht

Squadron

He has been called a

"musical savant," and

has been praised for his

"extraordinary

musicality."
In a journey that has
taken him from Virgin
Gorda in the British
Virgin Islands to
Manhattan's Steinway
Hall, from basketball to

Bach's Goldberg Variations, Brendan Galloway
performs at National Yacht Club Saturday, August 15,
2009 for the Oakville Yacht Squadron Elegant Cruise. 
Brendan, from all of us at the OYS Cruise, we thank
you from the bottom of our hearts for the beautiful
concert on Saturday.

SAILING SCHOOL DIRECTOR- BILL FRENKE

The sailing school season ended with a celebration and
banquet on the last Friday of the fourth session.  We
handed out certificates to those sailors who successfully
passed their levels:  White Sail 1, 2 and 3; Bronze Sail 4
and 5, Silver and Gold Sail levels.  The seals will be
mailed to them by Ontario Sailing.  One of the
highlights of the banquet is the slide show featuring the
students themselves as we see them learning to sail and
having a great time doing it.  The final slide was a salute
to the club from the students themselves as they
formed O Y S on the front lawn.

The August banquet was cooked and served by an
awesome group of volunteers; Deb and Brian Soucie,
Bruce and Diane Bennett, John and Mary De Sousa,
Steve Griffin, John and Helen Srutwa, Peter and Edith
Sandford, Justin Tiplady and Leslie Frenke.  My thanks
to the volunteer crew for putting on a great dinner that
was enjoyed by all.

The banquet was held on Friday this year to
accommodate the new CORK schedule.  The race team
had a successful year with highlights being a first place
in the Steers regatta for Laser full rig and three top ten
placings at the new CORK Youthfest, now called Cork
International.

The Sailing School boats are now stacked and put away
in the shed.  The motors are out  being serviced and
winterized and the race team coach boats are in line
for service also.  The console whaler will be left out to
service OYS haulout as well as being available for the
New Year's Day event as long as there is water and not
ice like last year.

The Team Tempest program continues until the end of
October when the boats will be hauled along with the
rest of the OYS fleet.  Team Tempest members should



watch for haul out preparation work parties to be
organized in October.  In the meantime the mast on
Tooth Ferry will be refurbished and she will be sailing
again soon.

We now move into the planning season for 2010.  There
is equipment to buy, a budget and program fees to be
decided, brochures to be created, instructors to be hired
and a race team to be supported.  If you are interested in
getting involved in the organization of the Sailing School,
please give me a call.

If you are interested in family and/or friends registering
for youth or adult programs for next year contact the
school and get your name on the mailing list.  Contact
information:
Email: ssinfo@oysqn.com
Call:  905 338 9379 ext 6 and leave a message.
Or visit the web site and download the forms (2010 fees
yet to be set).
The sailing school will endeavour to return messages at
least once per week during the off season.

PUBLICITYDIRECTOR- PETERURWIN

Once again a new month rolls around and we try to get
the Windjammer to you with some interesting stories
about happenings around your club. We hope you like
what we present.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our member
Paul Strzelec who a couple of weeks ago organized a sail
for us on the Polish Yachting Association's mega yacht
Fazisi while she was visiting Toronto. This 83 foot boat
was originally built by the Russians with the sole purpose
of competing in the Whitbread Round the World race
some 20 years ago. To put it mildly the boat is simply
amazing in its dedication to this task and corresponding
lack of creature comforts. Imagine a crew of 18 on a
boat with no standing headroom, a bucket style head,
and no where to sit down when off duty. Yes she is fast,
(but didn't win) and we understand was a very wet boat
with minimal freeboard - consequently was nicknamed
the Russian Submarine to describe her sailing tendencies.

We sailed around Toronto islands and when returning
through the western gap had to call for permission due to
Fazisi's mast height of 110 feet. Several of us got to
experience driving the boat including our Commodore
who couldn't stop grinning.

On another topic, fees and winter storage: I know we all
complain about paying yacht club fees etc but consider
this. The cost of full membership at OYS plus the cost of
OYS winter storage on my boat is approximately the
same as the town would charge to store my boat for the
winter alone. This year the town wants $100 if I was to
store my mast with them. Pulling the mast and replacing
it in the spring are extra charges on top of the storage
fees.

Membership at OYS not only has the potential for good
companionship and fun but can save you hard cash!



Links & Contacts

Position Name Contact

Commodore George Provost commodore@oysqn.com

Vice Commodore Paul Atwood vicecommodore@oysqn.com

Rear Commodore Peter Mack rearcommodore@oysqn.com

Secretary Eli Oszlak secetary@oysqn.com

Treasurer David Cyr treasurer@oysqn.com

Membership Director Bruce Bennett membershipdirector@oysqn.com

Racing Director Alison Norris racingdirector@oysqn.com

Publicity Director Peter Urwin publicitydirector@oysqn.com

Harbour Master harbourmaster@oysqn.com

Property Director Paul Garrick propertydirector@oysqn.com

Sailing School Director Bill Frenke sailingschooldirector@oysqn.com

Cruising Director Sue Richards cruisingdirector@oysqn.com

Social Director Linda Stevens socialdirector@oysqn.com

House Director David Gray housedirector@oysqn.com

Past Commodore Murray Fisher pastcommodore@oysqn.com

Links & Contacts
To access our club website go to www.oysqn.com
To access the members section when you are on the website
enters the user id oys_userand the password 16mile. 
(Italics are used here to highlight only)

Classifieds 
& P ersonals

Got something to sell, or need something, 
then place an advert here - it's free for 
club members and by the way it works. 
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Contact    John Haynes john@Harbouryachts.ca  
                   Ron Smith     ron@Harbouryachts.ca  
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PADDY A. L. COOPER
BROKER 

(905) 845 4267
FAX (905) 845 2052

paddycooper1@cogeco.ca
www.paddycooper.ca

326 LAKESHORE ROAD EAST
OAKVILLE, ONTARIO  L6J1J6

ROYAL LEPAGE

ROYAL LEPAGE
REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD, BROKER

OYS Yacht "Second Avenue"

GO-PRO CAMERAS

Go-Pro is a pager size video camera
with audio and is water proof . It is

great for any sport, for any occasion. 
No need for a diver . Just fasten 

Go-Pro to a pole and take under
water pictures of the hull of your 

boat right from the dock.

Contact Bruce McF etridge at 
905.330.8948 or

br.mcf@sympatico.ca


