
THE OAKVILLE YACHT SQUADRON

WINDJAMMER
February 2009

Contact OYS at: 97 Forsythe Street, P. O. 144, Oakville, Ontario L6J 4Z5
OYS Crow's Nest (905) 338-2239 OYS Sailing School (905) 338-9379

Editorial contributions welcomed, Contact publicity director at publicitydirector@oysqn.com
Visit our web site at www.oysqn.com

O
YS

O
YS

O
YS

O
YS

COMMODORE 'S REPORT- GEORGEPROVOST

Since this is my first communication with you in 2009, I

would like to thank you, our members, for your generosity

in providing gifts for needy Oakville families at Christmas.

At the Commodore's Christmas Open House held in

December, our members donated over 65 children's' gifts

that were donated to The Salvation Army in Oakville.

Pastor/Corps Officer Dan Broome of the Oakville Salvation

Army wishes to thank the Oakville Yacht Squadron for their

kindness and generosity.

The Clubs first activity this year was our traditional New

Year's Day Regatta. It was unfortunate that Mother Nature

did not co-operate for our on the water event, but the spirit

of the Club was alive and well in The Crow's Nest as young

and old competed in board games and demonstrated their

sailing knowledge. What a great afternoon. Thanks Allison

for your hard work on this.

Despite the fact that our winter has been extremely cold

and very snowy, the boat show is a sure sign that launch is

not that far away. I hope you were able to attend and drop

by the OYS booth. The excitement of the boat show can 

however, make one forget that we are in a recession. I

Upcoming Events

l 2009 COMMODORE'S BALL 

Saturday March 28 2009 

The Oakville Golf Club, 

1154 Sixth Line, Oakville, 

6:30 p.m. Reception  

7:30 p.m. Dinner

l Pub Nights - every Thursday, 

often with added entertainment 

such as movies, 

seminars and talks.

l Ladies Seaview Afternoon,  

15:00 last Thursday of the month



should remind myself  of that when

inflating my new Zodiac this summer.

Until next time…..keep warm and

keep smiling…..after all, launch

applications

have arrived.

REARCOMMODORE 'S REPORT-
PETERMACK

Thanks to a lot of volunteers, OYS

once again shared a booth at the

Toronto Boat Show.  We have 3

objectives in doing this:  first, we may

attract a few new members, always a

good thing and we have gained

some members over the last few

years that started with boat show

contacts.  Second, it's a good place

to talk about sailing lessons and

promote the sailing school.  And

finally, we're helping to promote the

image of Oakville in a positive way.

This is important considering our

lease discussions with the town.

Every way that we can demonstrate

the club is a positive asset to the

town is a good thing.  We share the

booth with the Oakville Power Boat

Club, and I always enjoy the chance

to talk to some of our neighbours on

the 16 Mile Creek while I'm at the

booth.  They have a different boating

experience than we do, and I enjoy

sharing stories.  Again, I'd like to

thank everyone who helped out at

the booth - we arranged things a little

late and I really appreciated those

who volunteered for a shift.

CLEAN MARINE PROGRAM

By now I expect everyone has

received your membership and

mooring forms, and hopefully some

information about Clean Marine.  I've

mentioned this program a few times,

and hopefully you're starting to

remember the name.  The Clean

Marine program was established by

the Ontario Marine Operators

Association, an organization that

OYS belongs to.  The idea is to

promote responsibility towards the

environment among boaters and

people who work with boaters on

and around our lakes and rivers.  It's

a pretty obvious thing for us - boating

wouldn't be much fun if we were

pushing through the garbage to get

to the lake.  I've sailed through the

sewer outflow in Halifax Harbour

(thankfully stopped now) and I can

tell you first hand we need to protect

our Creek!

There are a few different aspects to

the program but it starts with

commitment.  We need to have a

club Environmental Policy, and we

need to each make a personal

commitment to try and minimize our

impact on the marine environment.

You should find a commitment form

with your membership application

that we're asking each member to

sign.  This is a simple statement that

we'll try to be good (in an

environmental sense).  It's the core of

any environmental program - if we

don't try, nothing will happen.

The other aspects of the program are

pretty simple, and I've written about

a couple of them.  We need to be

careful about what we do with our

wastes, and try to reduce them.  We

need to do our best to prevent

problems because of maintenance to

our boats, including repairs, lay-up in

the fall and preparation for launch.

And we need to be prepared for any

emergencies which come up.  I'll be

writing more about emergency

response in a future Windjammer.

There are a very few things we need

to do differently as we join the Clean

Marine program, because we already

do most things as we should.  For

example, we should really have a spill

kit ready in case someone spilled

some fuel or oil.  Adding recycling

bins at the club was another required

change, but that was started before

the Clean Marine program because

we're all recycling at home anyway,

and lots of members were asking for

bins at the club.  Other than a few

minor (and very low cost) changes,

once we've done a bit of paper work

we'll be inviting a Clean Marine

auditor to come and review our

practices and let us know how we

can improve.  Hopefully that will

happen sometime during the coming

season.



The member commitment to the program is essential.

Please remember to sign the form before you send back

your membership renewal.  We'll need the forms to

show our auditor.  I've been the subject of regular

environmental audits at work, and it's always a learning

experience.  Small steps add up, and we can make a

difference that will protect our overall enjoyment of the

marine environment.

Three months until launch!  We're half way there.

CRUISING DIRECTOR' REPORT- SUE RICHARDS

As I sat down to write this article, I remembered when I

was young I figured God gave us winter just so we

would really appreciate the summer. I think he was right!

We now have 6 more weeks of winter if the groundhog

sees his shadow. If he does not see his shadow we are

stuck with another 42 days of winter. Go figure!

Attending the Lake Ontario Cruising Captains meeting at

the Toronto Boat Show has been a big help in getting

the cruises confirmed for this summer. Last year was

such a bad year for sailing with all the rain we sat

through so I figured everyone is ready to get on the lake

this summer and stay there.

I now have 9 cruises confirmed and I am trying to get

one last cruise confirmed for a total of 10 cruises this

summer.

I will need lots of help from all of you to make this a

successful cruising summer. I have scheduled one very

special cruise to PCYC. The "Kids and Grandkids Cruise".

I will need several people to help with the food and

activities for the kids.  Remember to bring your camera

on this cruise as well. We will also have a wine cruise

and a Jimmy Buffet Cruise. I would like to have

suggestions from the members for themes for the other

cruises. If you have a suggestion or would like to be a

cruise Organizer please contact me at

mrssuerichards@yahoo.com. 

I would also like to know how many members would

like to have a get together function at OYS on a Friday

before a cruise. We could party on Friday, spend the

night on our boats and set sail on Saturday morning. The

get together would be open to all OYS members.

Here is the 2009 Cruising schedule so far:

May 23 Mimico CC Shakedown Cruise

June 27 Royal Hamilton YC

July 4 Port Dalhousie YC

July 11 Queen City YC

July 18 Etobicoke YC

July 25 National YC

Aug 1 Ash Bridges Bay YC (Long Weekend)

Aug 15 or 22 Burlington YC  NOT CONFIRMINED AS YET

Aug 29 Port Credit YC   Kids and Grand Kids Cruise

Sept 5 Bluffers Park YC (Long Weekend)

RACE DIRECTORSREPORT- ALISON NORRIS

On Thursday January 29th an Open Members Forum in

the Crow's Nest was held after postponing from the

previous evening due to snow. There was an excellent

turnout with more than 35 boats represented. Topics

covered included the PHRF-LO 2008 race analysis, the

details of which are posted on the OYS web site, the

class handicaps under review and a proposal for the

2009 season format. For interested parties the outcome

of the class handicap review will not be determined until

after the PHRF-LO Central Council meeting in late

February. The alert list can be viewed on the web site

www.phrf-lo.org . The 2009 season proposal included a

5 race Spring & Fall Series to be held on Saturdays,

modifying the A & B series from the current alternating

weeks to a format splitting the season into two halves

with A series from launch until mid July. This change was

not endorsed by any members present at the meeting

and the Race Director requested that racers present their

feedback to their respective fleet captains after due

consideration.

Also presented was the Tuesday evening One Design

short course races commencing May 19th through to

June 23rd and again September 1st through to October

6th for Sharks. The intent of this is to develop boat

handling skills within the OYS Shark class that will enable

competitors to improve their performance at class

regattas. In 2009 the Shark Worlds will be held at the



Niagara on the Lake Sailing Club and our goal is to have

at least 4 OYS Sharks participating. Additionally OYS has

been asked to host a Shark class regatta August 15-16

an opportunity for OYS to once again demonstrate to

the sailing community our skills at running a top notch

regatta.

The members attending were advised that the OYS

website calendar is being populated with the racing

events and also with various seminars that have been

scheduled in conjunction with Ontario Sailing.

Specifically a Judges Seminar will be held on March 14th

in the Crows Nest to provide training for parties

interested in serving on Protest Committees or in

obtaining certification for same. The last weekend in

March there will be a Race Management Course for

parties interested in learning how to run races and

obtain certification for same. Any members who have an

interest in learning more about Race Management in

any capacity are asked to contact Barb Spavins. 

There are more opportunities of a less competitive

nature to get to the highest levels in this sport through

Race Management.

All members will have received their membership

renewal package by this time. As a cost savings measure

the PHRF certificate renewal/application fee for 2009

has been included. Any member who intends to race

their boat in a club event or outside the club will need a

2009 PHRF-LO certificate as well as 3rd party liability

insurance of $2,000,000. The decision to increase the

insurance level was based upon the current $1,500,000

limit on liability that can be determined by Transport

Canada as well as the increasing tendency of external

events to require the increased level. Various insuring

companies have advised that the average annual cost

associated with an increase from $1,000,000 to

$2,000,000 of 3rd party liability on a sailboat is $20.00.

Racing registration will be arranged through the club

web site once the season schedule is determined.

Feedback from the Members Forum will be solicited by

the Fleet Captains prior to the next Racing Committee

meeting in March. Check the web site for updates.

Volvo Ocean Race

The Volvo Ocean Race Game leg #4 is complete as we

go to press. Geoff Freeman awarded himself the Volvo

hat for winning this leg and presented Pete Sanford with

his Volvo key fob for 2nd place at Thursday's pub night.

At least 2 more members have joined the fun this leg

and the overall standings amongst OYS participants are

as follows:-

The 5th leg is scheduled to start at Qingdao, China on

February 14th, 12,300 nm to Rio de Janeiro. Join the fun

and 140,000 other virtual sailors at

www.volvooceanracegame.org  

OYS ALUMNI IN THE NEWS

The Canadian Yachting Association is thrilled to

announce the members of the 2009 Canadian Youth

Sailing Team! Congratulations to the following athletes:

Dave Mori (RCYC, ON)

Sailing has always been a

family tradition. Dave

began sailing at the age

of 7 at the Oakville Yacht

Squadron. Dave has

obtained Gold Sail and is

currently a member of

the RCYC High

Performance Team. His

other sporting interests

include; rugby, volleyball,

and hockey among many,

many other sports.

O_Y_S Leg 1 Leg 2 Leg 3 Leg 4
Second Dawn 2nd 2nd 2nd 1st 
Wild Thing Tamed1st 4th 9th 9th 
For Pete's Sake DNC 1st 5th 2nd 
Oyster Bay DNC 7th 1st 3rd 
Banshee II DNC 3rd 8th 8th 
6:10 EH DNC DNC 3rd 6th 
MurMan DNC 5th 4th 7th 
1-800 DNC DNC 7th 4th 
Goldilocks2 DNC 6th 6th 5th 
Wee Beestee DNC DNC DNC 10th 
Rehab No No No DNC DNC DNC 11th 



Dave placed 1st in the laser radial

class at the 2008 Youth National

Championships.

Ingrid Merry (RCYC, ON)

Ingrid began sailing at the Oakville

Yacht Squadron on her family boat,

and soon after began sailing school.

She completed her Gold sailing level

at OYS and then took her sailing to

the next level at RCYC. She began

training as a member of the High

Performance Team. During this time

she also became a member of the

Ontario Sailing Team. Ingrid is

currently in her 1st year at Queen's

University, pursuing an engineering

degree. 

Ingrid placed 2nd overall at the CYA

Youth National Championships.

SOCIAL DIRECTOR- LINDA

STEVENS

As your new Social Director, I'd like

to wish all members a Happy New

Year and say welcome to the social

aspect of our 2009 sailing season.

Whether it is enjoying organized

events, evening BBQs or impromptu

pot luck dinners, we at OYS have a

wonderful facility that needs to be

used on a regular basis.  What better

way to make new friends and feel at

home away from home, than by

participating!  Joining the Social

Committee is also a great way to

start feeling "part of".  To any

member who feels that this is of

interest, please feel free to contact

me at any time - we'd love to

include you in what really is a fun

group of people.

Our premier, kickoff event of the

season is, of course, our

COMMODORE'S BALL.  Being held

on Saturday, March 28th at the

Oakville Golf Club, this is our one

and only chance to see our OYS

friends "dressed to the nines".  This

year's event promises to be

memorable with a great menu

selection, dancing and most

importantly, a chance to get geared

up for another busy season.  

Please mark your calendars now and

make your reservations EARLY to

avoid being disappointed.

PUBLICITYDIRECTOR- 
PETERURWIN

Some members have been having a

little difficulty receiving both the

Windjammer and our current

messages "From the Docks".  We use

a professional email distribution

system designed to send important

messages to commercial accounts

while not distributing Spam and

other undesirable material. This

system allows the recipient to simply

"opt-out" of receiving messages by

clicking on the "opt-out" box. Be

aware that if you select this feature I

cannot simply re-instate you, I can

help but you must undertake the act

of reinstating yourself. Please ensure

that we have your current email

address and that your electronic

messages are not being directed to

your junk mail file. On this topic I

have an apology to pass on to some

members who sent me messages

through

"publicitydirector@oysqn.com". I had

failed to arrange for these messages

to be forwarded to my personal

account consequently they were not

addressed in a timely fashion - this is

now corrected

We hope you are enjoying Pub

Nights and the various activities that

happen in the Crows Nest over the

winter and look forward to seeing

you here or at the Commodore's

Ball.

Please note the deadline for all

submissions, advertising etc in the

Windjammer is the first of the

month.



 

2009 COMMODORE'S BALL
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2009

The Oakville GolfClub
1154 Sixth Line

Oakville

6:30 p.m.Reception / 7:30 p.m.Dinner

Boston lettuce drizzled with orange-ginger vinaigrette
topped with green mango julienne, cucumber and red pepper

Roast Seabass with Chive Oil and Fresh Tomatoes

or

Slow Roasted Canadian AAA Prime Rib
served with Yorkshire pudding and herbed pan juices

Caramel Tartufo with a duo ofFresh Fruit Coulis

Tea and Coffee

Dancing to follow with Royal Disc Jockey Service

$70.00 per person

RSVP to Linda Stevens at
905-844-6705 or

mstevens80@cogeco.ca

Cut off date: March 21,2009



Links & Contacts

Position Name Contact

Commodore George Provost commodore@oysqn.com

Vice Commodore Paul Atwood vicecommodore@oysqn.com

Rear Commodore Peter Mack rearcommodore@oysqn.com

Secretary Eli Oszlak secetary@oysqn.com

Treasurer David Cyr treasurer@oysqn.com

Membership Director Bruce Bennett membershipdirector@oysqn.com

Racing Director Alison Norris racingdirector@oysqn.com

Publicity Director Peter Urwin publicitydirector@oysqn.com

Harbour Master Bob Ferguson harbourmaster@oysqn.com

Property Director Paul Garrick propertydirector@oysqn.com

Sailing School Director Bill Frenke sailingschooldirector@oysqn.com

Cruising Director Sue Richards cruisingdirector@oysqn.com

Social Director Linda Stevens socialdirector@oysqn.com

House Director David Gray housedirector@oysqn.com

Past Commodore Murray Fisher pastcommodore@oysqn.com

Classified & Personals

Need crew for 2009 
or looking for a crew

position? 

Got surplus boat parts 
or need something? - 

Put an ad here - 

it's free for 
OYS members.



RETIREMENT LIVING 
JUST GOT BETTER

eÕre very pleased to announce that seniors now have a new option in retire-
ment living. The thoughtfully designed suites, amenity spaces and services of

Chartwell Classic Oakville retirement residence are created to match your
lifestyle, now and in the future, in a setting you would be proud to call home.

PRESENTATION CENTRE NOW OPEN!

W

Call 905-257-0095

Trish White and Jo-Anne Lavigne, are the Marketing Managers for Chartwell

Classic Oakville. Collectively they have been in service to seniors and their 

families for over 25 years. Their passion for exceeding expectations in retirement 

living is obvious from the smiles on their faces. They look forward to meeting you,

drop by the presentation centre today!

Call today to book your personal tour. Leasing up fast!

180 Oak Park Blvd.
Oakville, ON www.chartwellreit.ca


